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Spring is on the way! Despite all that
white stuff you see, I promise, it really will
arrive! That is why the FSWCD team is
gearing up for the coming field season.
We want to be ready to serve our
cooperators, land owners/users and all our
partners by meeting their natural
resource needs. The FSWCD board of
supervisors has set their priorities to
include soil, water, agricultural
development, forestry, natural resource
education, invasive species, mining, and
land development. 

This year, there will be at least another 24
farmers in the Nenana area because of
the Nenana Totchaket land sale. I hope
they, and all of you, will utilize the
expertise FSWCD natural resource
specialists offer this summer. 

Thanks to a USDA grant there will be
some compost projects added to our
complement of services which include the
Youth for Habitat program, soil sampling,
hydroponics, riparian restoration,
agricultural education, aquatic and
terrestial invasive plant control and more! 
.

Check out this newsletter for
more information. Don't forget

to stop by our booth at the
Home Show March 24-26. And
don’t forget to pre-order your

conservation trees soon!



 
 
 
 

second session is best for FNSB residents who are already growing a
substantial amount of food, more than they need to feed themselves
and their families. They are more familiar with basic growing 

Education and Outreach Program

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR OUR INTERIOR ALASKA COMMUNITY GARDEN GUIDE -  COMING SOON!
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Upcoming Events
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March 1 March 23

March 3 TBD

March 9 TBD

March 16

Applications opened  
for AFFECT's Farmer 
Training Program  

Applications opened 
for FSWCD's Youth 

For Habitat Program  

AFFECT's Free 
Beekeeping  
Workshop 

AFFECT's Free 
Sauerkraut  
Workshop 

AFFECT's Free 
Garden Planning 

Workshop 

AFFECT's 
Community 

Hydroponic Build

Interested?
Visit affectfarm.com to 
learn more about the free 
workshops we offer, the 
community tower builds,

and how to apply for the Farmer Training Program.
Visit our website: fairbankssoilwater.org to apply for the
Youth for Habitat Program.

This summer marks AFFECT’s second annual Farmer Training Program. AFFECT, the Alternative Fairbanks Farm and Educational
Cooperative Training Program, is a USDA grant-funded project focused on improving food security in the Fairbanks North Star
Borough. The pilot Farmer Training Program graduated five participants after they completed a six-month course last summer.
This course combined classroom learning sessions and hands-on learning by visiting individual farms. The Farmer Training
Program is a tuition-free opportunity meant to increase the number of farmers in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. Over the 

course of twenty three classroom sessions and sixteen on-farm visits,
participants learned marketable skills and made lasting connections
with local farmers. One participant created a logo for her farm and
began selling her produce at the Southside Farmer’s Market during
the program. Another participant gained summer employment from
one of the local farmers who hosted a farm visit. 
 This summer the course will look a little different. The AFFECT
advisory council, the new course instructor, and FSWCD staff
analyzed feedback from last year's participants and updated the
structure and curriculum of the training program. This year, the
program will be offered in three shorter sessions. The sessions will
range from four to seven weeks and highlight different topics based
on experience level and future goals. Each session will have one in
class session per week and multiple farm visits. The first session
is a great fit for FNSB residents with an
interest in growing food but still need to
learn more skills and want to work in the
agriculture industry. Participants don't
need to have a massive amount of land.
They just need an interest in growing on
a large scale or working closely with an
established farm. This six-week session
will cover topics including microgreens,
seed-starting, soil health, plant health,
hydroponics, compost, and more. The 

knowledge and want to learn more about how to scale up their growing operation
into a profitable business. This seven-week session will cover topics including farm
planning, irrigation, field prep, crop rotation, cold storage, farming as a business,
farm equipment, and selling your products. The final session is available to anyone
who completed the first and/or second session and will provide supplemental
information. It will include paid farm work options for participants to work on a
local farm and help with harvesting. There will also be more optional farm visits,
community garden volunteering, and more classes/workshops. The additional
classes will include end of season topics such as seed saving, garlic planting, food
preservation, and value added products.
If you are interested in participating in our tuition free Farmer Training Program
this summer, check out our website www.affectfarm.com or email
affectfarm@gmail.com with any questions. Applications opened up on March 1,
they are available on our website and posted to our Facebook page “AFFECT
Community Farm.” The space is limited to twelve participants per session, so apply
early.

AFFECT's Farmer Training Program

AFFECT's 4th Free 
Mushroom Growing 

Workshops

http://www.affectfarm.cpm/
mailto:affectfarm@gmail.com


Effie Kokrine Charter School in Fairbanks has implemented an innovative hydroponic system that provides fresh and nutritious
lettuce for the school community. The system, set up in October 2022, uses the hydroponic nutrient film technique (NFT) to grow
small romaine lettuce varieties. The hydroponic system, with 252 grow spots, has been a resounding success since its inception.
It has been providing enough lettuce for the school and distributing the remaining lettuce throughout the school system. The
benefits of this innovative system are clear, as it provides fresh and healthy food for the school community and helps to reduce
the school's carbon footprint.

Education and Outreach Program

S T O P  B Y  O U R  T R E E  S A L E  T O  B U Y  L O C A L L Y  P R O D U C E D  C O M P O S T  A N D  O R G A N I C  S O I L  A M E N D M E N T S !
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Effie Kokrine Charter School Hydroponics

FSWCD and the University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service purchased
the hydroponic system. The system is maintained by Effie Kokrine 7th and 8th-grade
students, who have taken on the responsibility of keeping the plants healthy and
productive. They are overseen by FSWCD Natural Resource Educator Scott Faulkner, who
provides guidance and support to the students with funding from the district’s USDA
AFFECT community food project. Effie Kokrine Charter School is proud to be at the
forefront of sustainable and innovative food production. The hydroponic system is just
one example of the school's commitment to creating a healthy and sustainable learning
environment. It is an achievement that has captured the attention of many in the
community and beyond. Effie Kokrine Charter School's hydroponic system is a
remarkable example of how schools can proactively provide fresh and healthy food for
their communities. It demonstrates the potential of hydroponics in addressing food
insecurity and reducing the carbon footprint of food production.

Alaska Agriculture in the Classroom

Alaska Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) has been providing educators with resources and training to
integrate learning about the many aspects of agriculture into student education throughout Alaska.
FSWCD has been the state AITC program leader since 2012. Mel Sikes, FSWCD staff, is one of two
Western Regional representatives and sits on the executive board of the National AITC organization.
FSWCD hosts the AK AITC webpage on our website. We have lessons for all ages, including pre-K
available free for download at  http://www.fairbankssoilwater.org/education-agriculture-classroom.htm.
From March 29-April 1, FSWCD and Alaska Agriculture in the Classroom will be hosting a three day in
person Western Regional AITC meeting for other state program leaders at Pikes Lodge. Visits to some
local farms are part of the agenda. Scott Faulkner, FSWCD staff, and Tammie Kovalenko, Salcha/Delta
SWCD staff and AK AITC Board President, will be giving a talk about the work they are doing with
indoor agriculture. We are proud to show off what Fairbanks has to offer in Agriculture education
excellence. Two workshops on local agriculture and indoor gardening projects will be offered for local
educators this spring. We will announce dates and locations soon.

Reducing Food Waste in Fairbanks

The school is setting an excellent example for others to follow, and it is hoped that other schools will take note and implement
similar systems in the future. 

FSWCD’s ‘Interior Alaska Food Waste Reduction and Education Initiative’ was selected as one of 45 Compost and Food Waste
Reduction Projects to enter into a cooperative agreement with the USDA. “These Compost and Food Waste Reduction projects
play important roles in building resilient, local food systems, including strong food recovery networks and food waste reduction
solutions that benefit farmers and communities,” said Terry Cosby, Chief of USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). FSWCD’s project incorporates many facets of the EPA’s Food Recovery Hierarchy by promoting food waste reduction
and food waste diversion through composting. The project will include a backyard composting program, community
composting initiatives, composting workshops for backyard composters, and the creation of a feasibility study that investigates
the available resources and feedstocks currently in Fairbanks.   The Silent Springs Future Farmers of America chapter has
partnered with this project and will be producing compost tea for community gardeners and a compost tea manual for anyone
who wants to brew their own. The project will begin in mid-March of this year and run for two years. Keep a lookout on the
FSWCD website and Facebook page for ways to be involved in this upcoming project.



Are you ready for your best gardening
year yet?  It starts with knowing the
nutrient levels in your soil!

We can help you with this.  You can get
your garden or farm soil tested with
FSWCD.  We will send out your sample
to an agricultural lab for a full nutrient
analysis.    

You will receive macro and
micronutrient levels, pH, cation
exchange capacity, and organic matter
percentage.   We will take this
information and develop a fertilizer
recommendation unique to your
garden.

The cost is $40.00 per
sample and it takes around
6 weeks in the spring to
receive the results and
report.   

Soils and Agriculture Program
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Soil Sampling Program

Place a pre-order in Mid-March on our website:
https://www.fswcdtrees.com/
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2023 Annual Tree and Shrub Sale
 “Providing our community with edible, ornamental, and 

native tree and shrub species.”
 We are looking forward to Memorial Day Weekend where we will have our 23rd

annual tree and shrub sale. The sale will take place on Friday, May 26 to Saturday,
May 27 from 10-4 on both days.

The mission of the tree sale is to increase food security, support local farmers,
create wildlife habitat, and beautify our community. We source our plants from
other conservation districts and nurseries in northern states as well as Alaskan
producers. We are always looking for local growers with proven plants to sell at
our tree sale or to invite as a vendor.  

Preordering will be available in mid-March for many of the plants but we will also
have plants that can only be purchased on the day of the sale such as red
currant, haskap, gooseberry, and lodgepole pine.

The proceeds of our sale support natural resource education. Cooperators receive
a 10% discount.

                                                This year we will be offering:

Black Chokeberry (Aronia)
Russian Almond

Hardy Apricot
Nanking Cherry

Hedge Cotoneaster
Midwest Crabapple

American Black Currant
Red-osier Dogwood

American Elm

Iris
Late Lilac

Mock Orange
Peony

American Plum
Boyne Raspberry
Kiska Raspberry

Serviceberry
White Spruce Seedlings

 



Soils and Agriculture Program
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Photo:  Peony pest perennial sow thistle (Sonchus arvensis) intertwines itself
with the peony stems, making it difficult to eradicate.

Photo:  A variety of  cinquefoil (Potentilla spp.) among peony leaves that
may have come in with the peony crowns.
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Soil Types in Interior Alaska and Management Implications

FSWCD offers a free program
to provide best management
and appropriate fertilization
practices for riparian areas
along interior waterways and
sloughs.  

FSWCD will come to your
property, take a soil sample
and discuss managing
sensitive riparian areas.  

Please send us an email to find
out more information about
this important program.

Do Your Live Along an
Interior Alaska Waterway?

How Does Soil Type Affect Management? The texture of the soil affects the soil
physical properties and the way it behaves. For example, sandy soils have high
run-off potential and do not hold nutrients or chemicals because of its large
grains of sand and porous spaces between. Clay soils hold water and other
compounds very tightly because of small spaces between particles. Silt is an
intermediary between the two with good fertility and water holding capacity.  

Land Management: Soil types can be used to determine the suitability of your
land for certain management scenarios such as farming, construction, and
environmental practices.  Within Alaska, we have site specific information
about how suitable a soil type is for the production of peonies, potatoes and
small grain crops. We can also use soil type to determine permafrost melting
risk, erosion by wind and water, and even response of the soil to biochar
application.     

Chemical Persistence: Soil types can also be used to predict how likely
chemicals and nutrients are to stay within your soil profile. These chemicals
could be synthetic fertilizers used in nutrient applications, pesticides for control
of invasive species or garden pests, and forever chemicals like PFAS (per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances) used in firefighting foam and a vast array of
consumer products and manufacturing processes.    

What We Can Do: FSWCD can help you find out what your soil type is and if
your proposed management action is suitable for that soil type. We will help
you identify the types of soil on your property or in a potential location. In
addition, we can also help you examine levels and types of pesticide use and
the implications for chemical persistence in the soil as well as run-off to other
areas. 

How Do We Do This: FSWCD uses aerial imagery, state soil surveys, a pesticide
risk calculator, and other spatial data to identify soil types and/or levels of risk
associated with pesticide use. Please contact us to find out more information,
learn what soil types you have on your land, or how certain soil types interact
with specific pesticides.  We can help you learn about your soil so that you can
make the most suitable management decisions for your land! 

EMAIL  US TO F IND OUT MORE ABOUT YOUR SOIL  TYPE AND FREE SOIL
TESTING ALONG INTERIOR ALASKA WATERWAYS

Soil Definitions: A soil type is a classification based on characteristics such as morphology, hydrologic group, permafrost,
texture, and presence of soil horizons. Simply put, these are terms that describe the size of soil particles, how much water
your soil holds, its color, and if the soil is frozen. Loam is a texture and is the ideal because it is comprised of equal parts
sand, silt, and clay. A soil type includes a texture as well as a series name. A series name is named after a landmark or
location where the soil series was first recognized. Therefore, a soil type would be called Fairbanks Silt Loam or Nenana Silt
Loam.    

Alaska Soils: We have many different soil series in interior Alaska such as the Bradway, Eielson, Tanana, Nenana, Koyukuk,
and Volkmar soil series. Interior Alaska has loamy sand, sandy loam, silt loam, and clay loam textural classes. The most
abundant soil in interior Alaska is the Tanana series, which also happens to be our state soil.

Do you know what a soil type is and do you know yours?



Habitat Restoration and Conservation Program

VIS IT  OUR WEBSITE  FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ELODEA
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The sun is rapidly returning and winter in Fairbanks is entering prime time. This means a lot
more daylight to recreate, and for many of us that means ice fishing! There are plenty of ice
fishing opportunities both in the Fairbanks area as well as in more remote locations. 

Wherever you fish, remember to clean, drain, and dry all fishing equipment in order to prevent
the spread of aquatic invasive species like elodea. Elodea is an invasive aquatic plant that we
are working to eradicate in interior Alaska. Elodea can be spread easily on boats, floatplanes,
trailers, and fishing gear, and once established can degrade the native freshwater ecosystems
that Alaskans rely on for subsistence and recreation. 

Unlike our native aquatic plant species, elodea does not die back in the winter, but continues
to photosynthesize and thrive under the ice. If you pull up any suspicious vegetation on your
fishing gear, take a picture of it if possible and report any findings to the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game. 

This can be done via their online reporting tool on the ADF&G website, the invasive species
hotline 1-877-INVASIV (1-877-468-2748), or send an email to
dfg.dsf.InvasiveSpecies@alaska.gov. For more information about elodea please contact
FSWCD’s Habitat Program Coordinator, Aditi Shenoy at (907)479-1213 Ext. 4 or
aditi.shenoy@gmail.com 

 

Invasive Species Specialist Colin McKenzie pulling some elodea out of Chena Slough through the ice in December. A
friendly reminder that elodea is alive and well during the winter months and can be caught up in ice fishing
equipment (and survive freezing!).

Elodea in the Winter?

mailto:dfg.dsf.InvasiveSpecies@alaska.gov
mailto:aditi.shenoy@gmail.com


Environmental Quality Incentives Program – March 17 and June 16
Conservation Stewardship Program – March 24 and May 12
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program – March 17

IRA will provide an additional $19.5 billion over five years for climate smart agriculture through several NRCS
conservation programs.
This builds on other climate efforts, including the renewed efforts to encourage producers to adopt cover crops
and implement nutrient management in recent years.
In administering the Inflation Reduction Act climate investments, USDA will also support other environmental co-
benefits, including water conservation, wildlife habitat improvements, and reducing run-off.

NRCS Alaska extends application deadlines for Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Conservation Stewardship
Program and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program

 
PALMER, Alaska – February 22, 2023 – The Alaska U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is
extending the previously announced sign-up dates for three financial assistance programs available to private landowners and Tribes throughout
Alaska.
The new application deadlines are:

 
The deadline extensions are due to the recent announcement of additional funding made available through the
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), signed into law on August 16, 2022. Some of the highlights of this once-in-a-generation
investment and opportunity for the agricultural communities that USDA serves are the following:

 

While applications are accepted throughout the year, interested producers should submit applications to their local
NRCS office by the deadlines to ensure their applications are considered for 2023 funding.

EQIP Options
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is the most frequently used NRCS program in Alaska and is an
excellent starting place for producers who are new to working with the agency. EQIP provides technical and financial
assistance to private landowners and producers to help them adopt more than 170 different conservation practices
to address a wide variety of natural resource concerns. More information is available on the Alaska EQIP webpage.
Some of the most popular conservation practices adopted in Alaska through EQIP include: Tree/Shrub
Establishment, Forest Stand Improvement, Trails and Walkways, Aquatic Organism Passage, High Tunnel System,
Fence, Stream Habitat Improvement and Management, Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment, Cover Crop,
Pasture and Hay Planting, Irrigation System, Microirrigation, Irrigation Water Management, Structures for Wildlife,
Conservation Crop Rotation, Nutrient Management

CSP Options.
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is designed for producers who are already doing conservation on their
property who desire to take their efforts to the next level through comprehensive conservation and advanced
conservation activities. CSP enrolls the entire property into a 5-year contract and offers annual payments. CSP
payments do two things: they reward landowners for the conservation efforts they are already doing, and they help
landowners adopt additional conservation activities. For example, if you have been planting a cover crop, you may
decide to try an enhancement for multi-species cover crop or implement a deep-rooted cover crop to break up soil
compaction. For CSP a complete application includes the program application form, a map of all eligible lands, and a
description of all ineligible lands.

 

From Our Partners
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Conservation Funding Available to Alaska Private Landowners Through Inflation Reduction Act

Contact your local NRCS office for more information and to begin the application process. 
Fairbanks: (907) 479-3159

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives/alaska/alaska-eqip


 
 
 
 

From Our Partners

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE  TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR OPEN POSIT IONS AND APPLY!
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We're Hiring! Check out our open positions below

VISIT FAIRBANKSSOILWATER.ORG TO APPLY TO ONE OF OUR OPEN POSITIONS
Do you love the outdoors? Spend the summer working in the field with our invasives 
team!

Natural Resources Technician (2 Positions Available)
These positions will assist with aquatic invasive surveys and control projects as well as public outreach and other 
duties as assigned.. These positions are funded under the Public Land Corps Initiative for students aged 16-30.

$19/hr 30-40 hrs/week May-September 2023

Invasive Species Technician 
This position will assist with terrestrial invasive surveys and control projects as well as public outreach and other 
duties as assigned.. May occasionally assist with aquatic invasive projects as well.

$19-20/hr 30-40 hrs/week May-September 2023

(Continued from above)
ACEP Options
The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) help private landowners protect wetlands, grasslands and farmlands from
future development by entering those lands into a conservation easement. ACEP is open to Alaska Native tribes and corporations,
state and local governments, and non-governmental organizations that own privately-owned farmlands, wetlands or grasslands.
Through ACEP, NRCS provides financial and technical assistance to secure easements for both working agricultural lands and for
wetlands.

How to Apply
Farmland and forestland operators and owners and Alaska Native producers and/or entities who are interested in applying for

assistance should contact their local NRCS office for more information and to begin the application process.  
Fairbanks: (907) 479-3159

 

District News

What about kids? Spend the summer working with our Youth for Habitat Program!
Seasonal Youth Coordinator Assistant

This position will assist the coordinator with all daily activities for groups of up to ten youthes, ages 13-15. Youth 
projects will include streambank restoration, green infrastructure, & other natural resource related enhancements.

$20/hr 30-40 hrs/week May- August 2023

Passionate about reducing food waste? Spend the summer helping out with our 
compost project!

Food Waste Reduction Project Assistant
This position will assist the project manager with outreach, workshops, food waste collection, and other duties as 
assigned. This position has the opportunity to work more hours assisting the Education team if desired.

$20/hr 25 hrs/week with option for more May- September 2023



Our Staff

AND MANY MORE PART-T IME AND SEASONAL STAFF!   
THANK YOU FOR READING OUR NEWSLETTER!
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Joni Scharfenberg - District Coordinator

Melissa Sikes - Natural Resource Education and Outreach

Aditi Shenoy - Habitat Restoration and Conservation

Teri Benson - Financial Manager

Colin McKenzie - Habitat Restoration and Conservation

Aleya Brinkman - Soils and Agriculture

Hazel Berrios - Habitat Restoration and Conservation

Liz Kempton - Development Coordinator 

Scott Faulkner - Natural Resource Education and Outreach

  

jonisc@gmail.com

mel.fswcd@gmail.com

aditi.shenoy@gmail.com

scott.fswcd@gmail.com

liz.fswcd@gmail.com

aleya.fswcd@gmail.com

hazel.fswcd@gmail.com

wcmckenzie907@gmail.com 

asst.fswcd@gmail.com 

Aleya runs our soil sampling program and will tell you what you need to add to your garden or farm soil to
grow great plants.  She is also leading our cover crop variety trial research project and can answer questions
on incorporating cover crops into your rotation for soil health.  Aleya has been in Fairbanks for 15 years and is
a huge supporter and consumer of locally grown food.   

Colin has been working on our habitat crew since 2019 and has settled into the role of coordinating and
leading our surveys, herbicide applications, and invasive species related outreach. You’ll most likely spot him
on some sort of watercraft investigating the local aquatic vegetation.

Mel Sikes is the Natural Resource Education Specialist. She has a Bachelor of Science degree from Unity College which she received in
1990. Her duties at FSWCD include being the Project Director for the AFFECT USDA grant, the state program leader for the Alaska
Agriculture in the Classroom program, developing and overseeing the afterschool natural resource education program, instructing
educator workshops, managing education and agriculture grants, planning and managing outreach community events, running the local
food policy group (IAFN), sitting on the Alaska Food Policy Council governing board. She and her husband Derek have 3 grown daughters
who live in Fairbanks. She quilts, sings, and enjoys walks with her dog Zoe in her free time.
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Liz has been working with the Education and Outreach department as an Americorps VISTA and will begin
managing the new compost project in April. 

Hazel leads the terrestrial invasive species surveys and manages various GIS mapping projects and data
analysis.

Joni was born in Fairbanks, owns an 80 acre farm in Two Rivers, and sold vegetables at the Tanana Valley
Farmers Market for over 25 years. She has worked for the FSWCD for 22 years and has been the District's
coordinator for over 15 years. 

Scott works with the Education and Outreach department specializing in natural resource and agricultural
education. 

Teri is in charge of accounting and grant reporting.  She loves helping her fellow co-workers get new grants
and complete their grant projects.

Aditi runs our Habitat Restoration and Conservation Program. She leads the Interior Alaska Elodea Taskforce, and
has been working on eradicating the invasive aquatic plant elodea from interior Alaska. She also manages
terrestrial invasive plant survey and control projects in Fairbanks, and surrounding communities in interior
Alaska.

mailto:jonisc@gmail.com
mailto:mel.fswcd@gmail.com
mailto:aditi.shenoy@gmail.com

